
Readers Reviews 

Lovely Bones  

by Alice Sebold 

This book is about a teenage girl who was brutally raped and 

murdered. She tells us her story, as she watches down on her 

family and watches them cope. It is a very sad story, and it 

is one that you won't want to put down! She watches her 

parents as the handle the situation in complete opposite 

ways. She watches her younger sister do things that she only 

ever dreamed of doing. She watches her little brother as he 

finds out what really happened, and grows into a young man. 

Lastly, she watches her murderer go on with life, guilt-

free. 

By: Sara D. 
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A Great and Terrible Beauty 
Author: Libba Bray 

 

 June 21, 1895 is a big day for Gemma Doyle; it’s the day she turns six-

teen…and the day her mother, Virginia Doyle, is murdered.  At least that’s what 

everyone else thinks, but Gemma knows the truth.  Her mother committed suicide to 

escape a far worse fate, being taken by the evil spirit Circe.  As Gemma battles the 

loss of her mother, being sixteen in the high society of England in the nineteenth 

century, and surviving at Spence Academy (a finishing school for girls), she has to 

learn the ways of the magic she possesses, the realms between the real world and 

heaven, and the power of the Order(the women’s secret society of magic).  Although 

Gemma has some help from her new friends (Felicity, Ann, and Pippa), the secret 

diary of Mary Dowd (a former member of the Order), and Kartik (the Indian boy 

who is tied to Gemma by a common tragedy), she is still struggling with her powers 

and controlling the evil spirit of Circe.  As Gemma works to figure out the truth, she 

is scarred by the most shocking discovery, something she may never learn to accept, 

but if she can’t accept it…it could mean her death and the releasing of the evil spirit.  

The best part of the story is the suspense that Bray withholds throughout the entire 

book.  It was one of those books I didn’t want to put down even though it was three 

in the morning and I was scared by the combination of a story of dangerous propor-

tions and a dark empty room.  A Great and Terrible Beauty is a book for anyone 

who enjoys story about magic and England in the nineteenth century and doesn’t 

mind being a little scared.  It is definitely on my list of books to reread and I would 

highly recommend it. 

By: Abby D. 



 From Bagdad With Love 

 

From Baghdad, With Love is the story of a love between a Marine and a 

puppy, and the battle that must ensue to save the abandoned, homeless, 

adorable puppy from an ill-fated death.  Jay Kopelman is serving his 

country in Fallujah, Iraq, when he and his fellow Marines find a squirm-

ing mutt stuck in an empty house.  Although military laws forbid the 

keeping of pets, they keep him anyway, name him Lava, de-flea and de-

worm him, and feed him with Meals Ready to Eat until he is a plump fur 

ball full of love.  Many people who fight in war suffer from emotional 

distress, and Jay is no exception to that rule, but Lava helps him through 

this while giving him a dose of hope and courage and a reason to want to 

return to America.  Once Jay decides he wants to take Lava back to the 

United States with him, the troubles begin.  The challenges he must face 

to save his beloved puppy are difficult and time consuming, but luckily 

he has help from some other compassionate people: Anne Garrels the 

journalist, John Van Zante the animal center worker, Matt Hammond 

the injured Marine, and Sam the Iraqi citizen working for Americans in 

Baghdad.  Jay’s struggle to bring Lava home with him and Lava’s uncon-

ditional love in return is a charming tale that demonstrates the bond be-

tween human and animal.  The best thing about this book is the reuniting 

scene where Lava and Jay see each other after a long time apart.  I would 

definitely recommend this book to someone, and I personally plan on 

reading it again.  To enjoy this book you must be an animal lover and en-

joy superb heroic story about the military. 

By: Abby D. 

 Splendor  
 

Life in the year 1900 isn’t as easy as it may seem; especially if you live in the high society of New York City.  
Penelope Hayes is desperately trying to make her blackmailed husband Henry Schoonmaker fall in love with 

her, until she meets the prince of Bavaria.  Elizabeth Holland is trying to appreciate her new husband Snowden 
Cairns, who is covering for her pregnancy of William Keller’s child, until she uncovers his secrets that make her 
fear for her life.  Leland Bouchard is falling in love with Carolina Broad, until he realizes she isn’t who she said 
she was.  Diana Holland is passionately chasing after her true love Henry, until she recognizes that she can no 
longer live in New York high society.  Teddy Cutting has just returned from war and is trying to get over his 

long time love of Elizabeth, until he becomes the only one that can save her.  Splendor is the last book in the 
Luxe series and doesn’t get any less dramatic or suspenseful than the first three novels.  I would highly recom-
mend reading this book if you read the Luxe series or enjoy books about older times, twisted love stories, or 
unnaturally rich families.  The best thing about this book is that the ending is bittersweet and not a superficial 

ending where everyone gets what they want. 
By: Abby D. 

Last Christmas 

Author: Kate Brian 
 
 
 Would you kill to get what you 
wanted?  Ariana Osgood didn’t think she 
would…but she was wrong.  Being one of the 
popular girls, Ariana has impeccable grades, 
envied friends, an adorable boyfriend, and a 
spot in the most exclusive dorm at Easton 
Academy; which creates the status every 
high school girl dreams about.  Her life is 
perfect, until Thomas Pearson steps and 
makes her think twice.  Ariana begins to 
question what she really wants and whether 
she is living for herself or for her mentally 
unstable mother.  When everyone leaves 
campus for Christmas break, Ariana stays 
behind to finish an assignment (and to hook 
up with Thomas behind her boyfriend’s 
back).  Through the sneaking around and 
forbidden deeds, Ariana realizes that nobody 
is really what they seem and everybody has 
something to hide.  Thomas now appears like 
everything Ariana wants and needs, and 
she’ll do anything to defend that…including 
kill whoever threatens what they share.  Last 
Christmas is a prequel to the Private series, and 
the best thing about it is that it explains a lot 
from the other books and justifies every-
thing.  I would definitely recommend this 
book because it puts you inside the mind of a 
teenage killer and reveals the ugly truth of 
human nature.  This book is for anyone who 
has read the Private series or enjoys books 
about the twisted lives of the over-privileged. 
 

By: Abby D. 



Harry Potter and the 
Deathly Hollows 
Author J.K. Rowling  

 This is  a riveting book about friend-
ship, courage, and pure love. When 
Dumbledore died he gave Harry a 
mission. Now its time for Harry to 

complete the mission. But its not hap-
ping with out the finial fight. One must 
die for the other to live. Who will live? 

By: Kali S. 

Rebel Angels 
Author: Libba Bray 

 

 It’s Christmas Season in England for Gemma Doyle.  

This should mean a break from Spence Academy, quality time 

with the family, and fancy balls with handsome men…but instead 

it means searching all of the realms to find the Temple, running 

from evil Winterlands creatures, and encountering multiple life-

threatening situations.  Being at home is dreadful for Gemma; 

she has to deal with her arrogant older brother Tom, her control-

ling grandmother, and her father who is struggling with an addic-

tion after the depression of losing his wife.  To make matters 

worse, Kartik (the Indian boy who is supposed to protect 

Gemma) has taken a job as the Doyle’s stableman and Gemma is 

beginning to experience a strange feeling around him which she 

is not accustomed to.  Gemma’s good friends, Felicity and Ann, 

are joining her on her quest to find the Temple, bind the magic, 

and discover who the real Circe (the evil spirit who wants to kill 

Gemma and take all of the magic for herself) is.  The girls are 

trying to figure out the way the realms and how the magic works 

while still behaving like fine ladies and representing their fami-

lies well.  Gemma even has Simon Middleton, a well sought after 

bachelor, considering her very fondly.   With so much going on, 

Gemma is beginning to wonder if she will be able to handle it all 

and met her deadlines.  Rebel Angels is the second book of the 

Gemma Doyle trilogy and I would recommend reading it, espe-

cially after reading the first book A Great and Terrible Beauty.  

People who enjoy reading about Victorian England and magical 

societies would enjoy this book. 

By: Abby D. 

The Sweet Far Thing  

Author: Libba Bray  

 

 Gemma Doyle now holds all of the 

power of the realms, she can use the 

magic to benefit herself or her friends at 

her own free will, and that means life is 

wonderfuléright?  Not so much. Gemma 

must not only decide who to give control 

of the magic to and restore the realms to 

its former glory; she must also deal with 

the demanding wealthy society of Victo-

rian England and the haunting visions of 

Wilhelmina Wyatt (a former member of 

the Order).  Ann and Felicity want Gemma 

to use her magic to allow them their own 

futures, Mrs. McCleethy wants Gemma to 

return the magic to the order, Pippa 

wants Gemma to use the magic to change 

the ways of the realms, the Rakshana 

want Gemma to give the magic over to 

them, Gemmaõs brother Tom wants Gemma 

to be normal, Gemmaõs grandmother wants 

Gemma to act as a true lady, and Kartik 

continues his ever puzzling ways that 

leave Gemma feeling light headed.  With 

all the confusion and demands Gemma isnõt 

sure where to turn, and she doesnõt know 

who to believe.  In the third book of the 

Gemma Doyle trilogy, Bray leads through a 

path of friendship, family, love, and 

power.  I would recommend this book to 

somebody who enjoys magically power bat-

tles, Victorian England, and a long book.  

By: Abby D.  


